[Optimization of methods and organization of the chemotherapeutic prevention of tuberculosis in children in family foci of infection].
The influence of controlled chemotherapeutic prevention measures taken by visiting nurses by means of an intermittent method and that of a non-controlled activities (through the distribution of antituberculous drugs among parents) on the decrease of tuberculosis morbidity, primary infection and tuberculin sensitization in 431 children, aged between 6 months and 14 years and representing family foci of the infection, were studied. As compared with a non-controlled approach, the controlled chemotherapeutic prevention by means of an intermittent method brings the tuberculosis morbidity in children from the infection foci and the primary infection rate down to 7.5 and 3.1 times, respectively, and significantly decreases an average size of the infiltrate formed by the Mantoux test reaction with 2TU of PPD-L. The use of the non-controlled chemotherapeutic prevention seems to be not advisable, since it fails to cause any meaningful changes in the drop of the morbidity, primary infection or tuberculin sensitization rates.